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gether, inspire the citizen of a democratic country
with very contrary propensities. His independence
fills him with self-reliance and pride among his equals;
his debility makes him feel from time to time the want
of some outward assistance, which he cannot expect
from any of them, because they are all impotent and
u:nsympathizing. In this predicament he raturally
turns his eyes to that imposing power which alone
rises above the level of universal depression. Of that
power his wants and especially his desires continually
remind him, until he ultimately views it as the sole and
necessary support of his own weakness. This may
more completely explain what frequently takes place
in democratic countries, where the very men who are
so impatient of superiors patiently submit to a master,
exhibiting at once their pride and their senility,
The hatred which men bear to privilege increases
in proportion as privileges become more scarce and
Jess considerable, so that democratic passions would
seem to burn most fiercely at the very time when they
have least fuel. I have already given the reason of
this phenomenon. When all conditions are unequal,
no inequality is so great as to offend the eye ; whereas
the slightest dissimilarity is odious in the midst of
general uniformity: the more complete is this uni-
formity, the more insupportable does the sight of
such a difference become. Hence it is natural that
the love of equality should constantly increase to-
gether with equality itself, and that it should grow
by what it feeds upon. This never-dying, ever-kind-
ling hatred, which sets a democratic people against
the smallest privileges, is peculiarly favourable to
the gradual concentration of all political rights in the
hands of the representative of the State alone. The
sovereign, being necessarily and incontestably above
all the citizens, excites not their envy, and each of them